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                    LAKE COUNTY 
Local Emergency Planning Committee / Citizen Corps  
 

200 East Center Street    Phone:     605-256-7611 
Madison SD 57042                                    Fax:  605-256-7613  
       
     E-Mail:   lakeema@lake.sd.gov 
     Website:  http://www.lake.sd.gov/custom/lepc 

Meeting: LEPC 

Date:  10-18-2023 

Meeting called to order by Kody Keefer, Lake Co EM at 7pm 

  

Present: April Denholm,  911 Manager ; Brady Christiansen, Ramona Fire,  Kathy Hansen, MRHS, 

Wren Murphy, Madison Daily Leader, Shae McClanahan, Manitou, Bryan Bisson, Nunda Fire, Kelli 

Wollman, Lake County Commissioner; Terry Reck, Wentworth Fire, Justin Meyer, Chief of Police; 

Tate Hayford, MRHS EMS, Mark Nelson, State OEM 

 

Agenda: Approved. #1 Tate Hayford #2 Justin Meyer All ayes. 

 

Public Comments: none 

 

Minutes: Minutes were reviewed and approved as written. 

 

Treasurer report:  Kody reported as of 7-14-2023 the amount was $20,991.81.  One outstanding 

expense of $85.74 for purchasing pizza for the county wide extrication education, brings total to 

$20,906.07.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

SARA Tier II Reporting 

Kody explained the purpose of the SARA reporting.  It is required by the Federal government for 

businesses to provide a list of Class 3 hazardous materials to the Emergency Manager/fire chiefs.  

 

VHF Radio Project 

Tabled till January in the absence of  Robbie Boetcher/Kelly Dybdahl.   Concerns were voiced 

regarding the timeline in completing this project.  The project consist of 2 repeaters and 122 Radios 

for Fire and REACT. Discussion was had on an option for a special meeting instead of waiting till 

January. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

P25 Radio Update 

April and Kody reported the tower was updated on Saturday, Oct.14th and now is P25 compliant. All 

radios in 911 communications connected.  Testing with response agencies, Madison PD and Sheriff 

went well.  Terry Reck reported only 1 radio flipped over to P25, it was noted Vantec will need to 

work with local fire chiefs to check every radio to make sure their radios can switch over to P25.  

Discussion was had on “keying up” the radio.  If you do not talk or key the mic you will be clicked 

off. Kody is going to contact Kevin Smit, to check timeframe to key up each radio.  Tate stated EMS 

is having some issues hearing scene updates.  
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LEPC/DANR Grant Application 

Kody stated he will be completing the LEPC grant.  He stated the LEPC should qualify as the LEPC 

meet all the requirements.  Typically the grant consists of $1500-$1900/year.  Deadline is November 

30th.  

 

SD 511 County/Tribal Access – Postings 

SD DOT is allowing local officials within the County to be able to open/close county roads due to 

hazardous road conditions. It is important to contact the DOT supervisor if a road is going to be 

closed or need to divert traffic for example a MVC. 

 

OPEN FLOOR DISCUSSION 

 

Spill Response 

Kody reported on a hazardous spill involving a sprayer that lost a hydraulic line and blew hydraulic 

fluid on the ground.  The Madison PD, Fire/City Street department/ and Lake Co. Emergency 

Manager responded. 12 bags of floor dry from the Haz-Mat trailer was utilized.  The farmer will be 

billed for the floor dry and the trailer will be restocked. 

Terry R. asked what he should do with the foam at fire station.  He stated there is about 800 gals at 

Wentworth Fire, and another 800 gals at the Ethanol plant.  The foam cannot be used for training 

because of the potential side effects. Kody stated there was conversation at the State Conference and 

know it is an issue and the State is working on a resolution.  

 

 Active 911 

April provided a FAQ sheet for Active Alert by 9-1-1 and a flyer for IPAWS, Integrated Public Alert 

& Warning System, explaining it can be used for local emergencies. See Attachments.  

 

April discussed an incident where an accident had occurred and the responding agency did not go 

thru 911 Communications to contact EMS. She reminded members to go thru 911 Communications.  

 

April told the group that any member of the public is invited to sit with 911 Communications to see 

how it operates. 

 

Terry R. asked if anyone calls in when the sirens are tested monthly to let the County/City know if 

the sirens are functioning or not.  Kody stated once a year they check to make sure all sirens are 

functional. 

Prior to adjourning the meeting, Terry R. made a few comments regarding it being a “Bad Summer” 

for 1st responders, and the importance of taking care of members and their mental health. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 

Motion #1 J. Meyer #2 K. Wollman All ayes. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Kathy Hansen 

LEPC Recording Secretary 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
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